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and intact. For fifty years, with reiteration eve*
more frequent, sometimes with rich elaboration,
sometimes with brief and simple allusion, he
poured this message into the ears of a listening
people. His words passed into text-books, and be-
came the first declamations of school-boys. They
were in every one's mouth. They sank into the
hearts of the people, and became unconsciously a
part of their life and daily thoughts. When the
hour came, it was love for the Union and the
sentiment of nationality which nerved the arm of
the North, and sustained her courage. That love
had been fostered, and that sentiment had been
strengthened and vivified by the life and words of
Webster. No one had done so much, or had so
large a share in this momentous task. Here lies
the debt which the American people owe to Web-
ster, and here is his meaning and importance in
his own time and to us to-day. His career, his in-
tellect, and his achievements are inseparably con-
nected with the maintenance of a great empire,
and the fortunes of a great people. So long as
English oratory is read or studied, so long will his
speeches stand high in literature. So long as the
Union of these States endures, or holds a place in
history, will the name of Daniel Webster be
honored and remembered, and his stately elo-
quence find an echo in the hearts of his country,
men.